3) His contradictions: Sombart seems to have been unaware of the risk of publishing so profusely, opening himself to the possibility of saying both "p" and "-p." Here, one may mention his infamous analysis of the role of the Jews in the origins and development of capitalism (1911 Helden (1916) , which drew upon the untenable separation between British commercial character and German hero attitudes, as national culture (Geist). 5) Sombart, like Schumpeter, was convinced that late capitalism would be followed by some sort of planned or communitarian economic system, a belief completely rejected by Weber (1978) . 6) His arrogance: Sombart could not be satisfied with all the recognition he received, from his bourgeois childhood to the ordinarius post at Berlin. He simply wanted to be the best social scientist in the world after Karl Marx. He advocated the teachings of the German historical school even more firmly than his teacher, Schmoller. He rejected Schumpeter's foundation of mathematical modelling and claimed that Weber had not given him full recognition. As Lenger's biography provides lots of information about German social and political science around 1900 and the interwar years. It should be translated into English. One encounters themes that are much debated today: the nature of theory building, nomothetic versus historical methods or approach, the relevance of culture, and the evolution of the economic system. The lengthy book presents the key actors of that time: Schmoller, Schumpeter, Tönnies, Hilferding and Weber.
Generally speaking, Sombart documented a detailed knowledge of social systems, as already evidenced in his first major work on the Roman agricultural system (1892). What led him away from Marxism or socialism were his traditional values, implicit in his huge list of articles and books on: the family, the state, and the nation These value orientations led him to advocate a radical return to the agricultural economy in the1930s, as late capitalism was coming towards its end. His would be a society with an authoritarian state planning and directing the economy. Sombart`s evolution as the major theoretician of the Arbeiterbewegung to fascism had gone full course.
